Australian Computer Society (ACS) - Governance

Dereliction of duty and the urgent need for reform

We believe that the Management Committee of the Australian Computer Society
(ACS) has failed in its responsibility to the Society's members:

* to ensure the Society conducts its affairs in a fit and proper manner.
¢ to act transparently and to respond to reasonable questions from Members.

In addition, over the past seven years, the Management Committee has presided
over:

* a decline in voting members by more than half.
* a decline in professional members by two-thirds.

* adiversion from its primary activity of enhancing the profession to one of
assessing the skills of potential immigrants on behalf of the Federal
Government.

¢ a further diversification into commercial activities of no direct relevance to
Members.

Commentary is available at:
http://philipson.info/acs/ and https://www.innovationaus.com/?s=acs

The failure to ensure the Society conducts its affairs in a fit and proper manner is in
itself ample reason for the members of the Management Committee to resign, or
justification for the Congress to dismiss them, allowing the election of replacements.

The implications of the court's findings must also be taken into account. In October
2019 a Special General Meeting was convened to vote on a special resolution
proposed by the Management Committee to restructure the ACS from an incorporated
association to a Company Limited by Guarantee. The restructuring proposal was
passed by a single vote.

This outcome was challenged in the Federal Court, citing voting irregularities and a
failure to properly inform Members of the vote. In the Federal Court, Justice Michael
Wigney declared that the meeting and the special resolution were invalid. He issued a
scathing assessment of the Management Committee’s handling of the meeting and
ACS was ordered to pay costs. Details of the proceedings and the judgement can be
found at https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/FCA/2019/2175.html

In light of the failure of the Management Committee to properly discharge its
responsibility to ensure acceptable governance of the affairs of the Society,
we call upon Congress:

* to dismiss the members of the Management Committee who have been
responsible for the plight that the Society is now in.

* to elect replacement members of the Management Committee who are
committed to reviving appropriate governance of our professional
society.
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Chief Judge ACS Digital Disruptor Awards, Congress, Board, Branch Chair
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Shirley Gregor AO FACS
IT practice and research, Professional Standards Board Director
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IT Entrepreneur, Pearcey Medal

Richard G Hogg MACS Snr HLM
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Management Committee, Congress, Branch Chair
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ACS Academic Principal and Chief Examiner

Bruce Linn AM FACS FAICD
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Graham Low FACS
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IT Entrepreneur, Pearcey Hall of Fame
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Council, Board Director, Branch Chair
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Benjamin Smith MACS CP
Congress, Branch Chair
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Management Committee, Congress, Branch Chair
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Marcus Wigan FACS
IT Research and Standards Consultancies, ELSIC Committee, Ethics Committee
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