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KATE DAVIDGE / RUSSELL – CLARKE / DAVIES
18 Jan 1865 - Dec qtr 1932

Willie Tony's Mother, Fred and Tony's GM, Anne and Roger's GGM

Roger Clarke and Anne Kratzmann, original of 2001, rev. September 2005

Little was known about Kate Clarke by her grandsons Fred and Tony.  Her great-grandchildren, Anne and Roger, pieced together the information in this document long after Willie Tony passed on in 1955.  We grandchildren of Willie Tony knew none of his 9 surviving siblings, and even Willie Tony's 5 children knew of only about half of them, and met only a very few of them.

Summary

Kate Davidge was born on 18 Jan 1865 in the village of Iwerne Courtney, a few miles north of Blandford Forum in Dorset.  It's rich country now.  It was then as well, for landowners;  but not for Kate's family.

Kate's parents, Henry Davidge and Ellen Parham, were illiterate peasants, born c. 1840 and married as minors in 1859.  They came from Twyford, Compton Abbas.  After the birth of their first child soon after their marriage, they moved a few miles south to Iwerne Courtney.  There, 4 further children were born (Kate was 3rd of 5).  Her father was a brewer's labourer.  He died in 1869, at 28, predictably enough of cirrhosis of the liver, before the 5th child was born, when Kate was 4.

6 years later, Kate's mother Ellen re-married, to Isaac Russell, on 18 Sep 1875.  She was a widow with 5 children under 14 and he was a widower with 3 under 9.  They had a further 3 children (including, to add to the strain, twins), giving Kate 4 full siblings and 6 half-siblings – a total of 11 children with an age-spread of 17 years.

In the April 1881 census, the family was "nr. Shroton House".  This was a Georigan manor (still extant, and nice), at the northern end of Iwerne Courtney.  Their home was presumably a hovel, which is of course long gone.  All of the children were there except Kate's two eldest sisters, who were by then 20 and 18.

After April 1881 (at 16), and most likely after March 1882 (at 17), but before April 1883 (at 18), it appears that Kate somehow came into the orbit of Anthony {Jaques} Clarke, a 45-year-old publisher in London.  The only likely manner in which that would have occurred would have been by entering into service in his household.

A brief jump backwards is necessary:  In Apr 1881, and until at least Mar 1882, Anthony's household had been at Grosvenor House, Ealing.  His (common law) wife was then Mary Wanless;  but she was using the same surname as he used, which from 1877 was Clarke.  And Mary died, on 5 Mar 1882, leaving 3 children under 8.

Mary's governess had been Emma Terry.  3 months after Mary's death, on 17 Jun 1882, Anthony married Emma.  She continued to care for the Clarke-Wanless children.  And she bore the 1st of 4 children to Anthony on 21 December 1882 (suggesting that the conception was about a fortnight after Mary's death).  However, from March 1882, it's unclear where Anthony's household was.  The marriage in June was in Bromley, and the birth in December was registered in Sidcup, both a little beyond the then eastern fringe of London.

By marrying Emma, Anthony had become a bigamist.  Confused?  But that's another story, and one which Kate Davidge may have never known.  Indeed, it's not clear whether she knew that he'd adopted the surname Clarke only in 1877, at the age of 40.

However it was that Kate met Anthony, by mid-May 1883, at 18, she was pregnant to him.  He appears to have whisked her away to Swansea, and later Cardiff.  Kate's 1st-born to him falls between Emma's 1st- and 2nd-born of him.  Between 1883 and 1889, he interleaved three children in each household.  It's unclear when he abandoned the Terry household, but perhaps soon after 1891 (when he was 54, Emma 36, and the 4 children between 2 and 9), and very probably before 1901 (when he was 64, Emma 46, and the children between 12 and 19).

Between 1884 (at 19) and 1904 (at 39), Kate bore 11 children to Anthony, 1 in Swansea, 4 in Cardiff and 6 at various addresses in south London.  There's no evidence that he ever married Kate (and plenty of reasons to assume that he didn't).  But, as he'd done with Mary Wanless, he used Clarke for himself, his wife and his children, and Birth Registrars consistently acted as though the two were married.

Willie Tony was the first Clarke-Davidge child born in London, the 6th of Kate's 11 (and the 23rd of Anthony's 29).  That was in 1892 (when Kate was 27), in the then very new and presumably quite respectable southern-outskirts suburb of Lewisham.

Anthony abandoned Kate and their children c. 1904 (at the age of 67, quite possibly unable to keep the money flowing).  Kate was 39, and still had 6 children under 14.  (Even in the Terry family, the youngest was still only 15 at the time).

Kate's whereabouts 1904-23 (at age 39-58) are unclear, although she was very probably in London.  (There was nothing in Dorset for her).  There's no evidence that any of her children had 'made good', and she was presumably in dire financial straits.

Anthony died penniless in York in 1918, at 81.  But Kate probably didn't know where he was, or even whether he was still alive.

In Jun qtr 1923, Kate married Phillip Davies, a blacksmith.  She witnessed her 7th son Laurance's marriage certificate in 1924 (as K. Davies – which is what enabled Anne Kratzmann to re-discover the last few official entries for her).  Dorothy (the then 5-year-old daughter of Kate's 7th child Laurance) used to visit her with her parents around 1930, and says that Phillip Davies treated Kate very badly.

Tony has a vague memory of having been taken by Willie Tony to meet Kate when he was 5-10 years old, i.e. c. 1924-29.  He can't recall catching a train to get there.  (Did she go to Portsmouth?!).  He can clearly distinguish that from a similar meeting with Grandma Roberts in the New Forest (when he can remember taking a train).

Kate died in Dec qtr 1932, at 67.  It wasn't an easy life, and from the turn of the century onwards, how did she make ends meet??  But whether her life would have been any more comfortable if she'd stayed in Dorset also isn't clear.

