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1 INTRODUCTION

11 Overview of Natural Heritage Values

The “Bunhybee Grasslands” Conservation Area at Lots 7, 164 and 165 DP 754890 provides protection
for many important natural heritage values. The most significant values include:

e alack of modification (in a landscape dominated by land that is managed for agricultural
purposes, and modified with introduced pastures);

* potential habitat for threatened species including the Mauve Burr Daisy (Calotis glandulosa)
and the Diamond Firetail Finch (Stagonopleura guttata) and other grassland dependant
threatened and declining plants and animals;

s the presence of a Nationally Endangered Ecological Community (EEC) - * Natural Temperate
Grassland of the Southern Tablelands’;

¢ having patches of lowland Snow Gum Woodland, (nominated for listing as an EEC), and

¢ the location of the Conservation Areabeing within a central sector of the landscape scale
“Kosciusko to Coast” project which aims to help landholders protect and reconnect isolated
woodlands and grasslands between Kosciusko National Park and the forests of the Far South
Coast.

1.2 Legal Framework

A Trust Agreement shall be made between the Landholder of Lot 7, 164 and 165 DP 754890, Parish of
Krawarree, County of Murray, known as “Bunhybee Grasslands” Jerrabatgulla Rd, Jerrabatgulla
New South Wales (the Land) and the Nature Conservation Trust of NSW (the Trust) pursuant to Part
3, section 30 of the Nature Conservation Trust Act 2001(NSW) (the Act).

The Trust Agreement (the Agreement) covers a conservation area (the Conservation Area) of
approximately 47.5ha as defined in Map 2 of this Plan.

This Plan of Management (the Plan) is prepared pursuant to section 33 (1) of the Act.

The purpose of the Plan is to outline the management practices agreed to by the Landholder and the
Nature Conservation Trust of NSW and to provide for the periodic review of these practices.

The Plan operates in conjunction with the Agreement and provides the framework for the
management of the Conservation Area.

The words and phrases used in this Plan have the same meaning as defined in the Agreement.

1.3 Commencement and Review

Operation of this Plan commences on the day of execution of the Agreement. This Plan will be
reviewed jointly by the Landholder and the Nature Conservation Trust of NSW no later than five
years from the commencement of the Plan, or sooner if circumstances dictate a need for a review,
This Plan shall remain in force until any new Plan is adopted.
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1.4 Relevant legislation

The Trust Agreement and this Plan of Management do not release the Landholder from their
obligations to comply with the requirements of all legislation applicable to the Land. The
management of the Land is subject to other relevant legislation, including but not limited to the
legislation listed in Appendix B.

The list in Appendix B is not intended to be a complete statement of all of the legislation which the
Landholder is required to comply with in relation to the Conservation Area. The Trust has provided
the list in good faith and has not investigated the particular circumstances which may apply to the
Conservation Area. The Landholder should satisfy itself as to legislation which may apply with
respect to the Conservation Area, and be aware that new legislation may be created, and that
legislative requirements may change over time.

1.5 Location and Regional Context

“Bunhybee Grasslands” is a 48.5ha property located approximately 40kms south of Braidwood in the
Upper Shoalhaven river catchment (Map 1), The property is situated on foothill slopes in the sub-
catchment of Jerrabatgulla Creek which lies approximately 900 m to the west.

The property is within the NSW South Eastern Highlands bioregion which covers the dissected
ranges and plateau of the Great Dividing Range, the Great Escarpment to the east, down to the
western slopes of the inland drainage basin and continues into Victoria. The South Eastern
Highlands bioregion contains a diverse range of ecosystems ranging from wet and dry sclerophyll
forest, woodlands, grasslands and wetlands. These vegetation ecosystems vary across the bioregion
in relation to altitude, temperature and rainfall (DEC 2004).

The property is one part of a much larger remnant of the nationally Endangered Ecological
Community (EEC) — ‘Natural Temperate Grassland of the Southern Tablelands” and the rare lowland
Snow Gum Woodland vegetation community, which remains along the north eastern edge of the
Jerrabatgulla Valley. With only 739 hectares of Natural Temperate Grassland conserved within 32
reserves across the NSW and Australian Capital Territory, “Bunhybee Grasslands” represent an
increase of approximately 6% in the formally conserved area of this EEC statewide. The majority of
the Conservation Area is identified as Natural Temperate Grassland.

With much of the landscape in the area altered through clearing and pasture improvement the
property forms a vital link at both the local scale through providing continuity between the
grassland, Snow Gum Woodlands moesaic and the Wet Sclerophyll forests upslope. While at a larger
scale the property acts as a stepping stone between larger forested reserves in the region such as
Tallaganda State Forest 4km to the west and Deua National Park 2Zkm to the East.

The Braidwood area was first explored between 1817-20 by Hamilton Hume, Charles Throsby, James
Meehan and John Oxley looking for a passage to the coast. Settlement followed in the area during the
1830’s with settlers bringing sheep and cattle to graze on the fertile native pastures (HO & DUAP
1996). The gold rush of the 1850’s saw a boom in the area with many shops, banks and hotels being
built in Braidwood and agricultural industries increasing across the region with the influx of
thousands of fossickers. It was estimated that the population of the Braidwood region in 1871 was
well over 10,000 composed of convicts, Chinese settlers, graziers and bushrangers. This progressive
period however came to an end by the early 1900’s with diminishing gold being found in the region.

Beef and sheep grazing and other agricultural activities such as stone fruit orchards are the current
primary industries in the area. Due to the areas rich cultural heritage and its proximity to the coast

Page 4




PLAN OF MANAGEMENT for Lots 7, 164 & 165 DP 754850 ‘Bunhybee Grasslands’

and many national parks the area has seen tourism become one of its key industries since the 1970’s.
Braidwood is listed by the National Trust as an historic town.

The impact of the areas mining and agricultural history has resulted in much of the lower undulating
landscape and riparian areas being cleared of vegetation. The main environmental issues in the area
are the loss of native vegetation cover, loss of riparian vegetation, erosion, sedimentation of creeks

and rivers, weed invasion and feral animals (http://www.southern.cna.nsw.gov.au/ Feb 2008).

1.6  Site Description

The Conservation Area has an area of approximately 47.5 ha. It covers the majority of the property
excluding an area for a dwelling (Map 2). The property is gently undulating and occurs on the mid
slopes of the Jerrabatgulla Valley. Elevation across the property ranges from 710 to 760 m above sea
level. The property is zoned Rural (1a) in the current Local Environment Plan (old Tallaganda Shire).

1.7 Property History

“Bunhybee Grasslands” was formally part of a larger 424 ha property which has been subdivided
into smaller allotments within the last decade. The larger property, known locally as “The Parlour
Paddock”, was managed as two large grazing paddocks, 161 ha and 242 ha in size, extending from
east of Jerrabatgulla Road across to the Upper Shoalhaven valley (Pers. Comun. David O'Connell Dec
2007). Much of the “The Parlour Paddock” was originally owned by James Monaghan from 1887
until the 1920°s {see figure below).

The only buildings ever to be constructed on “The Parlour Paddock” were a shearing shed and
yards, which have been used up until recently (Pers. Comm. David O'Connell Dec 2007). “The
Parlour Paddock” has a long history of grazing by sheep and more recently cattle. The two large
paddocks were historically set stocked by sheep atlow rates, predominately due to the paucity of
water in the paddocks. There is no history of cultivation and fertilizer was only applied once to the
Jerrabatgulla valley paddock (Pers. Comm. David O’Connell Dec 2007), There is evidence of clearing
across “The Parlour Paddock” particularly of the Snow Gum Wooedland community occurring on the
lower slopes. The area has been burnt at some time in recent decades, with fire scars present on trees
in the forested slopes of Bunhybee Hill.

Extract from the 1927
County of Murray Parish
map showing the original
subdivisions and title-
holders of the Jerrabatgulla
Valley area. Source:
Department of Lands — Parish
Map Preservation Project —
http:/fparishmaps.lands.gov.au
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Fungi and Comunon Everlasting (Chrysocephalum apiculatum)

1.8 Natural Heritage Values

The property contains a mosaic of grasslands and woodlands and patches that are in a state of
transition. The endangered ‘Natural Temperate Grassland of the Southern Tablelands (NSW and
ACTY community (Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth)) is mostly in
the northern half of the property. Areas of a Snow Gum Woodland community (see Map 3) are in the
southern sections. The composition of these vegetation types varies depending on topographic
positior, altitude, soil type and management history (Benson 1994).

Natural Temperate Grassland of the Southern Tablelands

This community is naturally treeless or very sparsely treed and dominated by tussocky native grass
species. Gaps between the tussocks are filled with herb species such as daisies, lilies, orchids and any
bare ground is generally covered with mosses and lichens. The dominant grasses found in the
Conservation Area include Kangaroo Grass (Themeda australis), Purple Wire Grass (Aristida ramosa),
Wallaby Grasses (Austrodanthonia spp.), Weeping Grass (Microlaena stipoides), Spear Grasses
(Austrostipa spp.), Red Anthered Wallaby Grass and Tussock Grasses (Poa spp.).

Poa tussock (Poa sieberiana) and Kangaroo Grass are the most dominant grasses across the
Conservation Area occurring in both dry and wet habitats. On the drier upper slopes, a more open
grassland community cccurs dominated by Purple Wire Grass and sub-dominated by Spear and
Wallaby grass species. In the dampest habitats, such as along drainage lines, swards of River Tussock
(Poa labillardieri) occur (Keith 2004). There is a very high diversity of herb species scattered between
the grass tussocks within the Conservation Area, such as Billy Buttons (Craspedia variabilis), Clustered
Everlasting (Chrysocephalum semopapposum), Common Fringe Lily (Thysanotus tuberosus), Dwarf
Wedge Pea (Gompholobium minus), Sickle Greenhood Orchid (Pterostylis falcata), Austral Ladies
Tresses (Spiranthes australis) and Fuzzy New Holland Daisy (Vittadinia cuneata).
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